





Dunn’s Corners Fire District    
Operating Committee Meeting    
May 12, 2026
    
    
The Dunn’s Corners Fire District Operating Committee (OC) convened on Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 6:30 PM at Station 1, Langworthy Road, Westerly, Rhode Island.   
    
Attendees were comprised of OC members – Rich Thomsen, Bob Delaney,  Chief Keith Kenyon, Ken Martin and Paul Gencarella, A quorum was present.    
    
Other Attendees:  Friends of the Quonny Grange
                             Dunns Corners Tax Assessor
		     Michael Cozzolino, Solicitor
     

Paul Gencarella, Moderator coordinated the meeting.    
    
Actions of OC (all votes unanimous unless otherwise noted).    
    
Agenda Items:   
 
Pledge of Allegiance – The meeting started at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.  

Previous Meeting Minutes –  Motion was made and seconded to approve and file the Minutes of the  April 14, 2026 Operating Committee Meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk229735899]FOTQG Report – Ann Bettinger read the report

Updates – continue to manage 803 account expenses closely
Grange will be used for voting at both Primary Wednesday September 9th and Tuesday, November 3rd

Training or maintenance uses upcoming – Chief indicates there are none scheduled at this time.

Bob Delaney asked about the Quonochontaug Historical Society Event – July 8th is the date with a speaker and refreshments.

Bob Delaney asked about the ramps – Rich has looked into it, but Ann indicates that it’s an external item.

Moderator states contract to be voted on at the June Operating Committee Meeting.
Ann states that it expires the end of this month.  Can we go month to month until the June meeting.
Ann will go back to her committee to see if One month (month to month) is agreeable with them due to the expiration of the current Lease on May 31, 2026.  June 9th Dunns Corners Operating Committee will vote on the new Lease.
Attorney Cozzolino indicates that the new Lease is ok.

Bob asked about outdoor grilling – Ann states some renters have wanted it.  Board is not opposed.  If all agree are the FOQG interested in sharing in cost.  Ann will go back to her committee and ask.


Treasurer’s Report – Bob Delaney gave the following report: 
 
The expenses are tracking well against the budget and the rates are good.
Truck repairs and maintenance are the toughest items to estimate
Fuel costs are much higher as well.
Apparatus adjustments in question – due to tariffs – to ask Jeff Thomas about this item

Tax Assessors/Collector’s Report – Rosalind Choquette, Tax Assessor 

Delinquent Notices were sent out end of April for May.  Collections continue to come in slowly and steadily.
Total collection for the month of April was $7,091.94 which is 98.79%.

The office issued one MLC and collected $25.00 fee which was passed onto the Office Manager’s office.

Chief’s Report –  

23 calls total  - 14 Fire and 9 EMS; 189 training hours
Duty shifts are starting
New hire – Ava Bridge was welcomed
Fire Marshall is out of office due to an injury.
Former fire fighter, Ed Greene’s name was finally engraved on plaque at the RI Fire Academy as a line of duty death.

A motion was made and seconded to approve all reports that were given.

2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget-

Chief states some areas will need to increase
New truck will have maintenance done
PPE lines will increase
Apparatus maintenance and repairs will increase – these are the biggest focus items right now
Bob Delaney states fuel for the trucks has risen.  He thinks a 38% should be the increase incase fuel costs continue to rise.
Bob Delaney wants duty shift fees to be looked at regarding the work that they do during each shift.
Bob Delaney thinks $40,000.00 should be booked for the new truck coming in.
Ann Bettinger wants to know if there is funding for the grange building.  Bob Delaney indicates that there in fact is.

Moderator’s Communication with Districts _

Moderator is still waiting on contract with Quonny Friends of the Grange.  He thanked Mary Rathbun and Chief for all their continued help.
Shady Harbor – spoke with John Holquist about the issues – they will be in touch in a few week
Shelter Harbor – Patrick Kenney
Bradford Fire District – Brian O’Rourke – 1.  Cistern issue at Fieldstone.  Trying to understand what happened to HOA.  Brian is working on that.  2.  Using our Tax Collector – but their Tax Collector has decided to remain on for one more year.
Moderator asked for any information regarding merger to give to Brian.  Bob Delaney states there are still things to look at.  Brian agrees that an analysis would be fine to do if required or needed.
Some discussion regarding a Special Meeting for this after an analysis is done.  Chief states that this is nothing new and we are already servicing the area.  An analysis would be done by Bradford and DCFD will do their own.

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Operating Committee will be Tuesday,  June 9,  2026 at 6:30 PM at Station One

Old Business –   

NONE

Public Comments  - 

Michael Esposito states he cut the grass and he will continue to do so.

Motion was made, second and approved to adjourn meeting at approximately 7:26 PM.



______________________________________    
Linda F Garabedian, District Clerk  


 
  




