





Dunn’s Corners Fire District    
Operating Committee Meeting    
June 9, 2026
    
    
The Dunn’s Corners Fire District Operating Committee (OC) convened on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 6:30 PM at Station 1, Langworthy Road, Westerly, Rhode Island.   
    
Attendees were comprised of OC members – Rich Thomsen, Bob Delaney,  Chief Keith Kenyon, Ken Martin, Dan Roy, and Paul Gencarella, A quorum was present.    
    
Other Attendees:  Friends of the Quonny Grange
                             Dunns Corners Tax Assessor
		     Michael Cozzolino, Solicitor
     

Paul Gencarella, Moderator coordinated the meeting.    
    
Actions of OC (all votes unanimous unless otherwise noted).    
    
Agenda Items:   
 
Pledge of Allegiance – The meeting started at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.  

Previous Meeting Minutes –  Motion was made and seconded to approve and file the Minutes of the May 12, 2026 Operating Committee Meeting.

Motion was made and seconded to enter a new lease with FOTQG for the grange building effective June 1, 2026 for a five year term with one five year renewal term option for them with no carryover terms or conditions agreed to beyond the end of the five year renewal term option.

[bookmark: _Hlk229735899]FOTQG Report – Ann Bettinger read the report

Updates – Thank you for the approval of the Lease Agreement.  Ready to move forward under new agreement.
Presentation of final 2025-2026 payments to DCFD
Insurance requirement under new lease
Continue to manage 803 account expenses closely.

Maintenance Items – Parking Area – Chief states will get a quote to pave
Landscape maintenance at grange – Chief states this has been addressed – will be done before weekend

Bob Delaney asked about plantings – Ann not sure if they can do it now.  Ann will  get back to Rich.

Bob Delaney asked about ramp – Rich wants to know more.  Chief hasn’t purchased anything
Bob Delaney asked about exterior cooking – Ann states their insurance does not cover – not initiating at this time.
Bob states flowers around flag pole look really nice.


Treasurer’s Report – Bob Delaney gave the following report: 
 
The expenses are tracking well against the budget and the rates are good.
There is a draft of the upcoming budget that is being worked on.  
Truck repairs and maintenance items are the big items as well as fuel costs that are much higher.

Tax Assessors/Collector’s Report – Rosalind Choquette, Tax Assessor 

Delinquent notices were mailed out for May.  Collections have continued to come in slowly.
Total collection is at 99.36%
The office issued one MLC and collected $25.00 fee which was passed to the office manager’s office.
Request was made to write off the small balance totaling $1.95.

Motion was made and seconded to accept Tax Assessor’s Report and write off $1.95 charge on nine properties.

Chief’s Report –  

43 calls total  - 33 Fire and 10 EMS; 270 training hours
Duty shifts have started
Fire Marshall is back on duty.
New engine has been delayed.  New date is August, 2026.
Work on computer network is all done at both stations
Bob asked about duty shift fees.  Chief states $17.00 per hour is the rate now.  Its agreed that shift fee should be increased to $18.50 per hour.

A motion was made and seconded to increase duty shift fee to $18.50 per hour and will be voted on next month.

A motion was made and seconded to approve all reports that were given.




2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget-

Chief states some areas will need to increase because everything it going up in price including salary increases
PPE lines will increase
Fire apparatus is increasing for maintenance and apparatus fuel increasing.
Utilities at both stations increasing
Working on insurance pricing
Chief states still some more work to do, trying to keep down as much as possible and take taxpayers needs into consideration
Bob Delaney thinks $40,000 should be booked for the new truck coming in to cover principal.
Loan amount of new truck $400,000.00 with annual interest approximately $21,000.00
One more pass to go.

Moderator’s Communication with Districts _

Moderator has spoken with all contracting district moderators.
Next week taking a truck out to go through district with John Holiquist.
Patrick Kenney is on board as well for visiting area being discussed.
Bradford has no issues – roads are all proper size.

Fire Pit Guidelines

Bob Delaney states the State of Rhode Island has rules for fire pit guidelines – we should also have.
Chief is working on this.
Dan Roy states other fire districts have their own guidelines.  Chief states we cannot enforce the State rules.
Bob feels we should have answers for residents to be safe.
Mary Rathbun states she passes those incoming calls on to the proper sources.
Chief will confirm proper set back lines and get back to Committee.

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Operating Committee will be Tuesday,  July 7,  2026 at 6:30 PM at Station One and July 15, 2026 at 7:00 PM Annual Meeting at Station One.

Old Business –   

Resolutions to review at next meeting
Ann asked about PFAS testing.  Chief will send her a report.

Public Comments  - 

Ernie Rathbun asked about the outside lighting at the grange.  Ann indicates they are on a timer and will go over automatically at set time.

Motion was made, second and approved to adjourn meeting at approximately 7:45 PM.


______________________________________    
Linda F Garabedian, District Clerk  


 
  




